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A LETTER FROM
LEADERSHIP

As we reflect on the past year and the transition of Youth

Job Center’s leadership, we want to thank the staff, Board,

and partners for their flexibility as we navigated new

processes and programs and their enthusiasm for

embracing a new vision. We are grateful to Karen

Tollenaar Demorest, who retired after eight years of

steering the agency through program expansion, the

COVID-19 pandemic, and the social change that followed.

YJC is in good shape, with healthy finances and services

that grew in response to changing times for our

community and our young adults.

 

Over the last few years, Youth Job Center transitioned

from a job placement agency to a comprehensive

workforce development organization for young people. We

expanded our career coaching and wrap-around services,

increased our partnerships with local government agencies,

and revamped our service model to serve more clients

better and more efficiently. We have already increased key

performance indicators needed to achieve success for the

young adults we serve annually. 

 

As we head into 2023, we are excited to celebrate our

40th anniversary. We want to acknowledge the power of

the partnerships which have brought us to this point and

thank you all in advance for continuing your support and

friendship as we prepare young people for success in the

workplace and in life.

Lucretzia M. Jamison
Executive Director

Jessica Ticus
Board Chair



MEET 
DEST INY 

Destiny came to YJC during her senior year of high school after a recommendation from a close friend and
former YJC client. Destiny is a goal-driven Evanston native who moved around a lot. Destiny’s mom works as a
C.N.A, and growing up, Destiny knew she wanted to follow in her mom’s footsteps and pursue a career in
healthcare. Once she returned to Evanston, she came to YJC looking for additional support to help her achieve
her long-term goal of becoming a Registered Nurse. 

Destiny initially became a member of our Core Services, where she worked alongside her Career Advisor, Peter,
to identify her goals and create actionable steps to achieve these goals. Peter also connected her to other
necessities, like SNAP benefits and interview attire. After identifying her goals, Destiny completed YJC’s
Workforce Readiness Training, which provided her with a resume, mock interviews, and tips on navigating the
workforce. Here is where she was connected to her Financial Coach, Trevor. 

Destiny describes Trevor as as her greatest advocate, "whatever problem I have,
he’ll tackle it with me." Through Trevor, Destiny found employment at a local
Giordano’s restaurant. While working, she continued to seek Trevor’s assistance
with financial advising and opened her own savings account shortly after starting
her job, which helped to increase her net worth. 

Now that Destiny has secured employment and is reaching
financial independence, she is working towards other
goals for herself – like becoming a nurse. Destiny is now
working with YJC’s Career Pathways team to enroll in
Oakton Community College. Soon she will be on her path
toward obtaining a Nursing Degree and hopes to work at
Northwestern Memorial Hospital one day. When looking
back at her time with YJC, Destiny encourages other
young adults not to be afraid, “YJC can help you with
anything that you need, from finding clothing, to food, to
a job. Accomplishing your goals, getting a good job,
finishing school – that’s for everyone.”  



OLD NAVY'S  
TH IS  WAY ONWARD

Since 2015, Youth Job Center (YJC) has partnered with Old Navy for their This Way ONward (TWO)

program, which provides young adults with an 8-week paid internship at local Old Nacy stores. Leading

up to the internship, YJC provides clients with personalized employment training, interviewing tips, and

individualized support with their YJC Career Advisor. After completing training, interns are placed into

paid internships at Old Navy stores throughout the Chicagoland area. TWO provides a meaningful

employment experience for interns and allows them to develop skills that can be used throughout their

careers. 

This year, YJC trained 150 young adults for TWO internships. Of those 150 clients, 74 were placed and
completed their 8-week internship. Clients who excel during their internship and demonstrate strong customer
service skills may be asked to join Old Navy’s team in a part-time or full-time capacity. This year, we had 50
interns transition into permanent positions with Old Navy! In addition to the TWO program, YJC supports Old
Navy with temporary, seasonal hiring around the holidays. YJC placed 29 clients this past winter into these
temporary, seasonal positions.  

One client who excelled during her internship is Jacinta (pictured).
In February of 2022, Jacinta began attending our specialized high
school Workforce Readiness Training, which supported her in job
preparation and resume development. During this time, Jacinta
learned of the TWO program and was eager to become a Brand
Associate intern at her local Old Navy. Jacinta thrived in her
internship and loved engaging with and assisting customers in the
store. Through her excellent customer service skills and willingness
to learn, Jacinta was offered a part-time role at Old Navy!  

Over the last year, we have seen tremendous
growth with our TWO program. We are now
assisting Old Navy stores and training young adults
for positions throughout Illinois. We are excited to
continue to grow our partnership with Old Navy and
place more young adults into employment through
the Power of Partnership. 
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CL IENTS
SERVED

CAREER
PATHWAYS

"I am so grateful
for YJC. I can't

thank them enough
for the work they
have done to get

me to this
position."

-Chase, Career Pathways client

1,069
CLIENTS SERVED

257 
CLIENTS EMPLOYED

48 
CREDENTIALS RECEIVED

664
HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENTS REACHED



F INANCIAL
OPPORTUNITY CENTER

74
CLIENTS RECEIVED 

FINANCIAL COUNSELING

57
RECEIVED ADDITIONAL
FINANCIAL SUPPORT



Revenue
*unaudited

Earned Revenue

Contributed Income

Events

Expenses
*unaudited

Salaries & Related Expenses
General & Administrative

Grant & Contract

Facility & Equipment

Benefit/Fundraising

*There was a planned deficit of $373,846.95 in FY22 for PPP loan repayment

FY22
F INANCIALS



TO OUR
VOLUNTEERSSavita Acharya

Callie Afable
Shivani Amin
Cara Amores

Larry Arnowitz
Chris Balcom
Dina Berne

Maheep Bhambri
Matthew Bludgen

Melisa Cen Xie
Toni Cheng
Dan Chow
Mary Clark

Elizabeth Conaghan
Jim Durkin

Bob and Linda Easter
Howard Ellman
Bridget Fairchild
Jared Feldman

Susan Felts
Michelle Getz
Brittany Gorski

Karl Grabbi
Michael Hartnett
Vincent Hartogh

Jim Hebson
Elisa Helford
Kim Herrera

Patrick Hughes
Timothy Jerome
Jim Kauffman
Kevin Kirkland

Colleen Michelle Kjellberg
Stephen Lanchak
Carolyn Laughlin
Bill Loumbardias

Othman Muhammad
Daniel Mulcahy

Allison Nagy
Brooke Nelson
Kevin Nelson
Lori Nelson

Adam Newman
Mary Parker

Paula Pelissero
Kimberly Peterson

James Randal
Gina Rapaport
Gwen Robbins
Tasha Roberts

Julie Rosen
Amy Rubinstein
Adam Rusciolelli

Lee Schwartz
David Staub

Michael Stenson
Vincent Sweeney

Jessica Ticus
Tom Vranas

James Weingartner
Alexander Williams

Mary Wright
Sally Wu

William Zaleski II

815 
VOLUNTEER HOURS

182 
MOCK INTERVIEWS

175 
RESUMES REVIEWED

96
APPLICATIONS

SUPPORTEDTHANK YOU



POWER OF
PARTNERSHIP

American Job Center (AJC)
Chicago Community Learning Center (CCLC)
Chicago Cook Workforce Partnership (CCWP)
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
City of Evanston
Evanston Township High School (ETHS)
Gap Foundation
Greater Englewood Community Development Corp. (GECDC)
HIRE360
Hugs, Inc.
National Able Network
Olive-Harvey Community College (OHC)
Southwest Organizing Project (S.W.O.P.)
Starbucks

Community Partners

Employer Partners
Advocate Aurora Health
Jewel Osco
The Mather
Misericordia
Northshore University HealthSystem 

Northwestern Medicine
Old Navy
PC Matic
WallScott Solutions
Zentro

Evan Airey
Employer Relations Coordinator

Mo Anderson
Career Pathways Advisor (Pilsen)

Hester Buell
Manager, This Way ONward

Rosal Chavira
Asst. Manager, Career Pathways

Peter Escobar
Manager, Core Services

Maria Gray
Director of Development

Lucretzia M. Jamison
Executive Director

Amanda Marks
Project Manager, Communications & Operations

Brittiny Martin
Career Pathway & Training Manager

Ayesha Mirzakhail
Out-of-School Youth Career Advisor

Katy Murphy
Manager of Individual Giving

Taishiya Nix
Asst. Director of Employment & Training

Jeremy Pardoe
Data Manager

Renetta Porte'
Office Manager

Francesca Snow
Asst. Manager, Program Implementation

Steve Strang
Director of Finance & Operations

Trevor Trieschmann
FOC Manager & Financial Coach

Destanee Williams
Career Pathways Advisor (Chicago Heights)

NuDonna Williams
Director of Programs

Claire Waistell
Program Compliance & Finance Coordinator

Claire Zajdel
Grants Manager

Frank Adams
Jeff Coney

Dave Davis*
Mary Dolan*

Jennifer Duncan
Howard Ellman
Louis English*
Tom Hazlett

Sergio Hernandez, Jr.
Scott E. Hurwitz*
Hereford Johnson

Amy Katzoff
Jim Kauffman
John Kennedy

Jose Leon
Kendra Morrill*
Amy Mosser*

Doug Oettinger*
Alysa Parks

Mike Rogers
Ralph Segall*
Steve Shimkus

Rosalinda Silva-Dimpfl
David Spitulnik*

Jessica Ticus*
Ericka Wrencher

*Executive Committee

Executive Director
Lucretzia M. Jamison

Founder
Ann Jennett



Allison Abayasekara
Abbott

Abbvie., Inc. Employee Giving Campaign
Frank Adams and Tina Pastrana

Allstate Insurance Company
Allan Alson and Sue Ann Glaser

John Alsterda and Holly Greenhagen
Bridget Altenburg

Amazon Smile
American Family Insurance Dreams Foundation

Anna Andersen
Gayle Andersen

Anonymous (x10)
Duff Ansburg

Apple
Ascension Saint Francis (AMITA)

 AT&T
Donald Atewe

Ness Baagil and Tom Cummins
Diane Lotko Baker and Don Baker

Ann and David Baker
Bank of America

Jillian Banks
Kim and Frank Barbaro

Sarah Bartolome
Mark Beekman
Joan Berman

Robert and Beverly Berman
Andrew Berman and Pamela Kaul

Diane and Karl Berolzheimer
Joanne and Thomas Bertsche

Mayor Daniel Biss and Karin Steinbrueck
Ed Bjorncrantz

Jennifer and Dave Blickenstaff
Heidi Bloom

BMO Harris Bank
Anna Boekstegen

Allan Bogan and Robyn Becker
Dana Bolnick

Ray and Sheila Brand
James and Lauren Bray

Dudley Brown Jr.
Donna and Don Brown
Caitlin and Jim Brown

Jennifer Burrowes
Byline Bank

Jack and Gayle Callahan
Erika Carey

Stephen and Virginia Carr
Ted and Kayla Carroll

Mary Dean Cason and Thomas Moss
David and Kelly Cater

David Cella and Kimberly Webster
John and Jane Chapman
Lindsay Chase-Lansdale

Nisan and Sarah Chavkin
Chicago Community Trust
Dan and Candance Chow

Danny Chun
CIT

Tom Clancy and Dana Green
Dick and Mary Clark

Carol Cleave and Colette Allen
Jeanne Cleveland and Steve Bernstein

CME Group Foundation

Paula Cofresi-Silverstein and Louis Silverstein
John and Jane Colman

Jeff and Liz Coney
Henry and Harriet Conroe

Marie Coon
Jim and Leslie Cousineau
John and Mary Jo Crosby

Jacqueline Crotinger 
Alex and Linda Darragh

Joyce Davidson
Aaron William Davidson Fund

Michael and Barbara Davis
Katie Dealy

Craig and Kelly Dean
Jeffrey DeGuilio

Deloitte & Touche USA
Karen Tollenaar Demorest
Morton and Reva Denlow

Harvey and Barbara Dershin
Sarah deVincentis

Barbara Devlin
Disney Corporation

Bonnie and Leo Dohogne
Mary Dolan and David Haracz
Edward and Sherri Donovan

Dr. Scholl Foundation
Richard Duda

Jennifer Duncan
Joe Dunn

Andrew Dunn
Ernie J. Durkin

Jim and Laura Durkin
Cordus Easington and Samia Amamoo
Linda Brennan Easter and Robert Easter
Tobi Ehrenpreis and Robert Nachman
 Elizabeth Beidler Tisdahl Foundation

Howard and Carol Ellegant
Howard Ellman and Caryn Weiner

Louis and Jacqueline English
Elizabeth Ester and Michael Brody
Evanston Community Foundation

Bridget Fairchild
Lawrence and Brenda Feis
Matt and Ellen Feldman

Andy and Jean Fies
Representative Laura Fine
Paul and Mary Finnegan

Finnegan Family Foundation
Barbara Fishman and Gary Weiner

Patty Fitzgibbons
Joseph and Margaret Flanagan
Missy Fleming and Jack Block
Suzanne and Vincent Flood

Joel Freeman and Sharon Smaller
Joshua Frieman

William and Lynda Frillman
Amy Funk

Gloria Gadbury
Jack and Denise Gallagher

Neil and Margaret Gambow
GAP Foundation

Julie Garfield
Lynn and Mark Gendleman

Anne and Steve Gilford
David Gilmartin

Diane Goldring
Dr. and Mrs. James Goldstone

Adam and Lori Goodman
Stephen and Linda Goranson

Robert and Julie Gordon
David and Elizabeth Graham

Alan and Pat Graham
Maria Gray

Sandra and Eston Gross
Steven Grossman

Emily Guthrie
Joan Habinek and David Studenmund

David and Kelly Hackett
Darwyn Hackney

Jim and Sue Hagedorn
Stephen H. Hagerty and Lisa M. Altenbernd

Hagerty Consulting
James and Laura Hansen

Brian Hanson and Karen Alter-Hanson
David Harroun

Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation
Mark and Linda Harvey
Dave and Colette Hays
Thomas and Jan Hazlett

Susan Healy
Elisa and Mike Helford

Pete and Jean Henderson
Sergio Hernandez Jr.

Libby Hill
Robin Hixson

Kirk and Kim Hoopingarner
Michael and Elizabeth Howard

Kathy Howell
Hillis L. Howie, Jr. and Margaret Shaklee

Laura Hunt
Karen and Andy Hunt

Scott Hurwitz and Kelly Austin
Jeanne and David Husain

Charlie Huzenis and Deirdre Jameson
Q Ibraheem

Ira and Janina Marks Charitable Trust
Anne Jacobson and Rick Kolsky

Pamela and Paul James
Alderman Lionel Jean-Baptiste

Jackie Jenkins
Ann and Bernard Jennett

John and Mary Raitt Family Foundation
John J. Cahill Inc. - Plumbing, Heating, & Air

Conditioning Contractors
Joan Johnson

Hereford Johnson
Sibyl Josephson

Jake and Beth Julia
Abdul Kabir

Kenneth and Cheryl Kadleck
John Kaiser

Michael and Rhoda Kamin
Dan and Suzanne Kanter

Jane Kaplan and Harry Goldin
Diane and Ken Kastman

Amy Katzoff and Gary Kaufman
Jim Kauffman and Mary Anne Diehl

Bob and Judy Kemp
John Kennedy and Carol Hammerman

John Kerastas



Susan Knight and Larry Jones
Koi Restaurant
Barbara Kramer
Gary Kretchmer

Philip and Dale Krone
Robert and Marian Kurz
Roger and Gigi Kushla

Michael and Carolyn Laughlin
Elizabeth Laughlin

Leslie and Paul Lehner
Leo S. Guthman Fund

Jose Leon and Jacquie Beyer
Steve and Elaine Lev

Dr. Michael Levinson and Mrs. Sue Ganser-Levinson
Roland and Susan Lieber

Jeanne Lindwall
Robert and Joan Linsenmeier

LISC
Joe and Marcia Liss

Janice Liten and Michael Schnur
Erik and Christine Long
Randy and Carol Long

Bill Loumpouridis and Melanie Mallin
Bob and Dale Lubotsky
Margaret and Paul Lurie

Jonathan Lustig and Diane Goldring
Kathy Lyons and Bill Chafetz

Zoe Ma
Margaret and Gordon Mallett

Jeffrey and Letitia Mann
Carol and David Mark

Jonathan Markowitz and Ruth Wenger
Ramphis R Marrero Jr

Roland and Adele Martel
Maurice and Meta Gross Foundation

Julia and Bruce McBratney
Mark and Kathy McCarville

Jessie McDonald
Everett and Rita McKissic

John McKnight
Sheila Merry and Tom Pitt

Mark Miller and Anita Weinberg
Dr. Shayle Miller and Jin-Soo Kim

Aspasia Apostolakis Miller and Jay Miller
Stephen and Susan Mitze

Jeanne Monty
Thomas and Susan Moran

Jennifer Moran
Douglas and Mary Moring

Kendra Morrill and Bret Johnson
Craig Morris

Steve Morrison and Claire Waistell
Susan Morse

Amy Mosser and David Vance
Daniel Mulcahy
Susan Munro
Katy Murphy

Mike and Sarah Muyres
David Newcorn and Ann Wilson

Gary Newman and Mary Beth Barrett-Newman
Adam Newman

Nicholas Martin Jr. Family Foundation
Alderman Jonathan and Christene Nieuwsma

Karin Norington-Reaves
 NorthShore University Health System

Northwestern University - Neighborhood and Community Relations
Doug and Simone Oettinger
Dan and Barbara O'Keefe

Stuart Opdycke
Beth and Jeremy Pardoe

Kathleen Park
Alysa and Randy Parks

Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy Fund
Jeffrey and Martha Pattee

Jeff Paul and Eileen Yu
 Paul M. Angell Family Foundation

Kristie Pearce
Dana Pearl

Frederick and Karen Peiffer
Paula Pelissero

Michael Pelletier and Arlene Levy
Robert and Carolyn Phelan
Denis and Martha Pierce

Bruce and Joan Pikas
Walter Pophin
Marcia Powers

 PriceWaterhouseCoopers LLP
Jim Randall

Polly and Ken Rattner
Chris Reddick and Jennifer Moreno Reddick

Robert and Patricia Reece
Robert and Debbie Render

Eleanor and Bill Revelle
Richard C. and Margaret V. Romano Trust

Marsha Richman and Richard Lanyon
Kathy and Jack Riley

Eugene and Jane Ring
Kate Roland

Joe and Natalie Romano
Paul and Allison Romer

Richard Rosean
Mark Rosenbaum and Mary-Ann Wilson

Helene Rosenberg
Ian G. and Sheau-ming K. Ross

Penny Rotheiser
Doug Rothrock
Chris Rothwell

Neal and Bonnie Rubin
David and Judy Rubovits
John and Joan Rudnicki
James and Gloria Saag

Lowell Sachnoff and Fay Clayton
John Saliba and Judith Falconer

David and Judith Saunders
L. Dean Scane and Arlene A. Scane

Margaret and Thomas Scanlan
David Schiffman and Judy Feigon Schiffman

Nanette Schonberg
Louis Schorsch and Kathy Berger

Marybeth Schroeder
Charles and Bridget Schroeder

Dr. Melvin Schwartz and Lisa Yaremko
Anthony Scott
Scott Simpson

Ralph and Nancy Segall
Fred and Patricia Shafer

Patricia Shank
Kay Shannon

Paula and John Shapiro
David Shapiro

Alisa Shapiro-Rosenberg
Mark Sherman

Steve Shimkus and Katharina Schnatterbeck
Shirlie and Owen Siegel Foundation

Stuart and Leslie Shulruff
Wendy Siegel and Kevin Limbeck

Rosalinda Silva-Dimpfl
George and Lynne Simon

Gerri Sizemore
Vanessa Slobodin

Karine Smith
Joianne Smith

Rodger Sonneborn and Yvette Gideon
Michael Spitulnik

David Spitulnik and Diana Cohen
Hal Sprague and Stephanie Whitman

Laura Sprague
Ingrid and Bill Stafford

Renate and Charles Staley
Ronna Stamm and Paul Lehman

Starbucks Coffee Company
Beverly Sternstein

George and Linda Stevenson
Jory Strossberg
Steve Sullivan

Mary Ann Sullivan
Gregory Sultan and Carol Johnson

Janet Sumner
Beth and Tom Swann

Howard and Lynn Tatar
Tech-Syn Corporation

Dr. Alvin Telser and Mrs. Karen Telser
The Douvikas Family

The Halleck Fund
The Steele Foundation
Doug and Lena Ticus

Julia Ticus
Jessica and Jim Ticus

David and Susan Turner
Richard and Bernadine Turner

Jill and Jay Twery
Cathy Vijeh

 W.P. and H.B. White Foundation
Linda and Craig Walker

Gary Wallace
Alex Wann

Ellen Wartella
Holly Waterman

Seth Weinberger and Barbara Goodman
Marla Weiner

Weiner Ellman Family Foundation
Shelley Weiss and Alan Schoen

Val and Rob Weiss
James and Mary West
Kristine Westerberg

Paul and Elizabeth Whitcomb
William and Barbara White

Eleanor Sloan Whitney
Wylecia W Wiggs Harris
Steve and Sue Wilson

Martin Wine
Wintrust Financial Community Banks

Jane Woldenberg
Ericka Wrencher

John and Ellen Wright
Hon. Melissa Wynne and David Foster

Jeanie K. Young
Z Zurich Foundation

David Zarefsky
Zentro


